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In the footsteps of Luther and Bach 

 

 

Bach and Luther are the local heroes of the East German history whose fame reaches all over the world and 

gives distinction to our culture till this day. We guide you to the original scenes where the big historical dramas 

of the 16th and 17th century played. The protestant faith had found its cradle in our region through Luther and 

cheered deep religious men like Bach or Cranach on cultural success. In the architectures of baroque houses 

and churches you will discover the precision of Bach's polyphonic arrangements and the accuracy of his 

counterpoints. On this trip you will learn much about the spirit of Lutheran, Protestant origins and its influence 

on both Art and Science.  

 

1. Day: Arrival 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Day: Erfurt 

Erfurt, capital of Thuringia, is a center of trade and culture since the Middle Ages. Luther came to Erfurt to 

study the “Seven free Arts” in 1501 and graduated with Magister Artium in 1505. He abandoned his studies in 

Law after a storm in 1506 and became a monk in the Augustinian Abbey of Erfurt. In 1507 he was ordained in 

Erfurt’s cathedral. One year later he went to Wittenberg to study theology. Back in Erfurt he took his Master’s 

degree in 1510. 

We go on a guided sightseeing tour through Erfurt to see the most important sights: Mariendom cathedral, 

Severi church, the well-preserved historic downtown with the Kraemer Bridge and the Augustinian Abbey. 

Possibly we make an excursion to Arnstadt in the evening hours where J. S. Bach was an organist. Dinner and 

accommodation in Erfurt. 
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3. Day: Eisenach – Wartburg – Muehlhausen - Erfurt 

We go to Eisenach to the famous Wartburg castle – the town’s landmark – built in the 12
th

 century. Here he 

spent two years (1521/22) in preventive arrest and translated the New Testament in German language which 

meant a huge contribute for the development of the Modern High German written language. We visit the 

Wartburg castle and walk unhurriedly around the big castle. 

 

 
 

Martin Luther attended Latin school St. Georg in Eisenach from 1498 to 1501. During this time he lived in the 

house of the patrician widow Ursula Cotta. Eisenach is also closely connected with Johann Sebastian Bach who 

was born here in 1685. 

We visit the Luther and the Bach house as well as the memorial places of both on a walking tour through the 

center of Eisenach. Thomas Muentzer, liberal reformer, at first Luther’s supporter and later his decisive 

opponent, had his last domain here, too. Guided tour. Dinner and accommodation in Erfurt. 
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4. Day: Memorial place Buchenwald – Naumburg – Leipzig 

The memorial place of Buchenwald is located northeast of 

Erfurt. The Nazi Regime constructed the infamous 

concentration camp there at Ettersberg hill in 1937. Today 

we leave the corner around Erfurt and go to the memorial 

Buchenwald remembering the dark years between 1933 

an 1945.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After this we go by our coach via Weimar (for a coffee 

break) to Naumburg. Luther stayed there during a journey 

to Worms from April 3
rd

 to 4
th

, 1521, and in celebration of 

the Episcopal consecration of Nikolaus of Amsdorf in 

January 1542. We visit the Romanesque – early Gothic 

cathedral St. Peter and Paul on a guided tour and see both 

houses on the market where Luther lived. After this we 

continue our trip. Dinner and accommodation in Leipzig. 

 

 

 

 

5. Day: Leipzig 

 

Leipzig is a thrilling city of Bach and other musicians, university, trade 

fair, book editors and industry. Proud and independent citizens 

contributed to the fame of this most important city of Middle and East 

Germany and Central Europe throughout the centuries. “My respect 

for Leipzig, it is a Petit Paris and educates its folks”, said Goethe. There 

is much to discover: not only the Thomas church where Bach as cantor 

wrote his sacred music from 1723 to 1750, but also the Nikolai church 

where the Monday Freedom Worship led to the peaceful revolution in 

the fall of 1989; not only the Gewandhaus, the base of the same-

named orchestra, but also the main station, the biggest terminal 

station of Europe. We will see all the important sights and the old and 

elegant trade malls. The afternoon is free for shopping or relaxing. 

Dinner and accommodation in Leipzig. 
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6. Day: Wittenberg – Torgau – Dresden 

Luther lived and taught in Wittenberg, the birthplace of the German Reformation, for 36 years. He came in 

town in 1508 and was appointed the professorship of biblical education with his friend and colleague 

Melanchthon for several years. Luther introduced the reformation with his 95 theses against sale of 

indulgences. Lukas Cranach senior lived and worked in the same town as painter for the Reformation and was 

Luther’s close friend. 
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We visit castle church, municipal church, the Luther and the Melanchthon 

houses, the Cranach houses and the Cranach foundation on a guided walking 

tour. After this we go to Torgau where the first Protestant church was built 

supported by the open-minded bourgeoisie of Torgau. The building’s simplicity 

met absolutely Luther’s will. Torgau, a Renaissance town, was shaped not only by 

Luther and his Protestant ideas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Katharina von Bora’s sepulcher remembers the clever and 

strong wife at Luther’s side. After a city tour we visit the palace 

church in Torgau. April 25, 1945, American and Russian forces 

collided in Torgau and initialized the end of Second World War.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dinner and accommodation in Dresden. Possibility to visit a concert or opera. 
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7. Day: Dresden - Freiberg 

During a guided tour to 

the famous Zwinger, the 

Semper Opera, the 

churches Hofkirche and 

Kreuzkirche, at the 

promenading through the 

arcades of the Stable Yard 

and the sightseeing of the 

Procession of the Princes 

and the afresh revived 

Frauenkirche church and 

the visit of Bruehl’s 

Balcony, we will 

understand why Dresden 

was termed “Florence on 

the Elbe”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After lunch break in 

Dresden’s historic center we make an excursion to the picturesque silver-mining town Freiberg at the edge of 

the Erzgebirge (Ore Mountains). We visit the famous cathedral with the captivating "Tulip Pulpit" and the 

Romanesque "Golden Portal". As a highlight and the finale of the cathedral tour we will listen to the formidable 

"Silbermann Organ". On 

the tracks of the 

Silbermann organ builders 

we will return to Dresden. 

Dinner and 

accommodation in 

Dresden. 
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8. Day: Elbe river – Pillnitz – Dresden 

Today we make a boat trip on the river Elbe to the wonderful castle- and garden arrangement Pillnitz - the 

Saxon kings' and prince’s summer residence prepared in chinoiserie, where the Saxon court gave park and 

water amusements! Even Napoleon was fascinated by this amazing ensemble of architecture and horticulture 

and spent his precious time during the six-week truce between two battles here in Pillnitz. We will not only see 

the castle museum with its luxuriant halls and the royal kitchen, but also the Catholic court chapel, the 150 

years' old palm house with botanical treasures from overseas and the 200 years' old legendary camellia. Be in a 

fool's paradise for some hours and appreciate the beautiful alley, the Chinese or the English pavilion! 

In the afternoon you have free time for shopping. Dinner and accommodation in Dresden. 
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9. Day: Journey home (or optional trip to Meissen or/and Moritzburg) 

We make an excursion to Meissen with view to the magnificent gothic cathedral and the Albrechtsburg castle - 

emblem of Meissen, the former capital of Saxony. Walk through the picturesque historic center to the world-

renowned porcelain manufactory where we will experience how the "white gold" is being produced during a 

guided tour through the demonstration workshop. Visit the porcelain museum or have a cup of coffee in 

"genuine Meissener". 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After lunchtime: Trip to the impressive baroque hunting lodge, historically furnished - this is one of the most 

wonderful castles situated in a lake, with hand painted leather wall decoration, precious Meissen porcelain 

objects and fantastic hunting trophies. 

 


